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upholds these new ideals ; there can also be found altered social conditions 
which, along with changed standards, have made more directly for the rise 
of another class, again impressed with its false position in society, again 
filled with a new appreciation of its own value and a new and pronounced 
desire for a better standard of living. Each of these influences seems to 
have played a determinative part in developing the character and enlarging 
the reach of modern French socialism. 

The author treats her subject systematically and is intimately 
acquainted with the literature bearing upon it, but the presentation 
of the eighteenth century doctrines is throughout conventional. It is 
to be regretted that some very important books on Rousseau, as, for 
example, those of Liepmann and Haymann, which offer distinctly 
new interpretations of the position of that philosopher were not made 
use of. The author shows more originality in her treatment of mod- 
ern French socialism. This last part is not only attractively written, 
but the criticisms advanced are interesting and suggestive (e.g., the 
criticism of the Marxian social philosophy) (pp. 298-300) even where 
they seem to us quite wrong. Vladimir Gr. Simkhovitch. 

Columbia University. 

Bundesstaat und Staatenbund. By Prof. Louis Le Fur and 
Dr. Paul Posener. Erster Band : Bundesstaat und Staatenbund 
in geschichtlicher Entwickelung. Breslau, J. U. Kern's Verlag, 1902. 
— 384 pp. 

This work originally appeared in French in 1896 under the 
authorship of Dr. Le Fur. A second French edition was brought 
out in the year 1900, and now with the collaboration of Dr. Posener, 
a German jurist, a German edition makes its appearance. The vol- 
ume under consideration deals exclusively with the historical aspect 
of the subject, leaving the theoretical and philosophical treatment for 
the second volume, which, it is understood, will appear shortly. The 
authors leave us to frame our own definitions of the two terms which 
make up the title of their work, and without giving us even an ink- 
ling of the real character of the two state forms which they desig- 
nate under the titles Bundesstaat and Staatenbund, plunge at once into 
an historical survey of such of the states of antiquity as belonged to 
either of these two forms of state organization. Our idea of the 
Bundesstaat is that of a federal state, or as Burgess would say with 
more scientific exactness, a state having the federal system of gov- 
ernment,— for strictly speaking there can be no such thing as a 
federal state ; while the Staatenbund is a confederacy or a league of 
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independent states ; in other words, it is no state at all, the essential 
attribute of a common sovereignty being lacking. 

In addition to these two forms the authors enumerate the unitary 
state (Einheitsstaaf), the composite state {Zusammengesetztestaat), the 
real union, the personal union, the vassal state and the protected state. 
The first is the consolidated state, of which the French Republic 
is a typical example. The classification of the other forms as states 
will not stand the test of sound political science. A close examina- 
tion based upon proper canons of political science will show that 
they are forms of government simply. Thus the so-called personal 
and real unions are organizations for the government of two or more 
states through the same persons or institutions, but they are not them- 
selves states. And so with the others. Besides the French Repub- 
lic, the authors name Austria, Spain, Ecuador, Bolivia, Chile and 
Colombia as unitary states. The authors seem to be unable to 
classify Italy, except to say that it is not an Einhtitsstaat. Austria- 
Hungary and Norway-Sweden are both described as real unions 
rather than personal unions. The German Empire, Switzerland, the 
United States, Brazil, Mexico and Venezuela are described as belong- 
ing to the Bundesstaat class, and the relations between the central 
and local governments in each state are intelligently explained. The 
kingdom of Hungary is also classified under this head, although 
the authors admit that the majority of publicists regard it as prop- 
erly belonging to the unitary class, while still others put it in the 
class of real unions. 

There is an interesting chapter on the United States as a typical 
federal state and the Lthrmeister of the world in federal law. The 
treatment, however, is not masterful and is marked by occasional 
errors, such as the statement that the ratio of representation in Con- 
gress is one to thirty thousand, that the President appoints and dis- 
misses officers with the consent of the Senate, and that the circuit 
and district courts were created in 1869. The Southern Confederacy, 
along with the Union under the Articles of Confederation, is described 
as a Staatenbund, and Jellinek, Haenel and others are cited in support 
of this conclusion. But the fact is there is little or no comparison 
between the relatively impotent central power under the Articles of 
Confederation and that of the Southern Confederacy. Theoretically 
the individual states of the Confederacy may have retained their sov- 
ereignty, but practically all the recognized powers of sovereignty were 
exercised by the central government. It is far-fetched, therefore, to 
say that it was merely a league of independent states. 
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The conclusion seems warranted by the teachings of history that 
the Staattnbund is destined to be superseded universally by other 
forms of political organization. As the authors have clearly shown, 
it has served a valuable purpose as a transitory stage of political 
development, but at present everywhere in Europe and America it 
has given way chiefly to the Bundesstaat, a higher and more per- 
fect form. But the authors do not sympathize entirely with the view 
that the Bundesstaat is destined eventually to give way to the Einheits- 
staat, although they readily concede that the latter form of organiza- 
tion has important advantages from the standpoint of external safety 
and internal stability. The tendency toward centralization in legis- 
lation and the reduction of the constituent members to the position 
of local governmental organizations, already strong in several of the 
more important states having the federal system of government, are 
evidence of a change in the direction of a higher form of organiza- 
tion. Certainly the old view of Montesquieu and Proudhon, that 
only the federal state, so called, is capable of reconciling the hostile 
principles of authority and freedom and of furnishing a good and 
permanent constitution, has lost much of its sanctity. 

Columbia University. J* "^ *- rARNER - 

Western Civilization, II. Mediaeval and Modern Times. By 
W. Cunningham, Cambridge, at the University Press, 1900. — 
300 pp. 

The task which Dr. Cunningham has undertaken in this little vol- 
ume is to set forth in bare outline the chief forces and tendencies 
disclosed by an historical review of European civilization. It consists 
of three books, "Christendom," "Nationalities "and "The Expansion 
of Western Civilization." The first book is interesting for the 
emphasis it lays upon the survival of Roman tradition in mediaeval 
Europe, and for the light it throws upon the essential unity of Chris- 
tendom. Dr. Cunningham is not one of those who are inclined to 
interpret all historical phenomena in economic terms ; consequently, 
one is not surprised to find that it is largely to unity of religion that 
the homogeneity of mediaeval Europe is ascribed. Perhaps the 
most interesting chapter of this book is the one which treats of the 
" Christian Relations with Heathen and Moslem." It is sketchy, 
indeed, and lacks the fascination of the parallel part of Hunter's 
British India. It helps, however, to fix the thought that the trade 
relations with the East were not merely incidental, but formed an 
integral and important part of the economic life of mediaeval Europe. 



